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The story of Irelandâ€•its graces and shortcomings, triumphs and sorrowsâ€•is told by ballads,

dirges, and humorous songs of its common people. Music is a direct and powerful expression of

Irish folk culture and an aspect of Irish life beloved throughout the rest of the world.Incredibly, the

largest single gathering of Irish folk songs had been almost inaccessible because, originally

newspaper based, it was available in only three libraries, in Belfast, Dublin, and Washington D.C.

Sam Henryâ€™s â€œSongs of the Peopleâ€• makes the music available to a wider audience than

the collector ever imagined. Comprising nearly 690 selections, this thoroughly annotated and

indexed collection is a treasure for anyone who performs, composes, studies, collects, or simply

enjoys folk music. It is valuable as an outstanding record of Irish folk songs before World War II,

demonstrating the historical ties between Irish and Southern folk culture and the tremendous Irish

influence on American folk music.In addition to the songs themselves and their original commentary,

Sam Henryâ€™s â€œSongs of the Peopleâ€• includes a glossary, bibliography, discography, index of

titles and first lines, melodic index, index of the original sources of the songs and information about

them, geographical index of sources, and three appendixes related to the original song series in the

Northern Constitution.
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this publication of sam henry's 'songs of the people' is affordable and basically identical to any of

the previous hardcover incarnations that are only owned by college libraries and rich people.as for



the content, this book is a historically significant collection of traditional irish songs sung in english

and taken from northern singers. it was the source for many brilliant singers of the folk revival,

namely paul brady.highly recommended for any folksingers or those interested in traditional songs.

This book is a must have for anyone who enjoys what I call "root" music. I bought this specifically for

bagpipe practice and I found it quite enjoyable and simple for one who is just beginning to learn the

pipes. Music aside, I found that just reading the lyrics was enjoyable as well. Whether you are a

musician or someone who likes simple poetry this book is a must for your library.
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